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Legal Aid for Domestic Abuse
‘You might be able to get legal aid if you have evidence that you or your children have been victims of domestic abuse or violence and you can’t afford to pay legal costs.’ www.gov.uk/legal-aid/domestic-abuse-or-violence 

It is a popular myth that legal aid is no longer available for Family Court disputes.

Many clients need the services of a solicitor but cannot afford one and believe they are ineligible for legal aid.  BUT the domestic violence eligibility criterion has been widened to include evidence of wider domestic abuse.  Check carefully before approaching a good legal aid solicitor: preparing your argument for legal aid will assist him/ her (he/she has discretion about accepting your case and will bear the time costs of interviewing you and making the legal aid application).
There are three tests you have to pass to access legal aid www.gov.uk/guidance/work-out-who-qualifies-for-civil-legal-aid :
1. Merits - does the Legal Aid Agency believe what you are seeking is reasonable and has a chance of success?  For example, if you've had a recent application settled by a court judgement and you have no new evidence, then the Legal Aid Agency may decline.
2. Means - are your income and assets below threshold levels?  Check at www.gov.uk/check-legal-aid ;
3. Domestic Violence - Are ‘you or your family are at risk of abuse or serious harm …’? www.gov.uk/legal-aid .
‘The Government definition of domestic abuse is:

Any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour, violence or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are or have been intimate partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality.

This can encompass but is not limited to the following types of abuse:

• psychological
• physical
• sexual
• economic/financial
• emotional

Controlling behaviour is: a range of acts designed to make a person subordinate and/or dependent by isolating them from sources of support, exploiting their resources and capacities for personal gain, depriving them of the means needed for independence, resistance and escape and regulating their everyday behaviour.

Coercive behaviour is: an act or a pattern of acts of assault, threats, humiliation and intimidation or other abuse that is used to harm, punish, or frighten their victim.”

Economic/Financial: Controlling finances, stealing money, coercing someone into debt, restricting/ exploit/sabotaging their partner’s access to money and other resources, such as food, clothing, transportation and a place to live.

[https://survivingeconomicabuse.org/what-is-economic-abuse]

Psychological/Emotional: Psychological abuse involves the regular and deliberate use of a range of words and non-physical actions used with the purpose to manipulate, hurt, weaken or frighten a person mentally and emotionally; and/or distort, confuse or influence a person’s thoughts and actions within their everyday lives, changing their sense.  [https://safelives.org.uk/psychological-abuse]
 Examples: http://new.mankind.org.uk/help-for-victims/types-of-domestic-abuse 
Both Parents Matter Plymouth believes threatening to and removing your children, especially if it breaks established care arrangements, should be within the definition of threatening behaviour and emotional and psychological abuse.  However, the Ministry of Justice who are responsible for legal aid does not.  Help us overturn this by judicial review.
Also see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/law-and-courts/legal-system/finding-free-or-affordable-legal-help .
Getting Enabling Letters from State Organisations

Sample letters to request documents from the police, courts, and other agencies to help you get legal aid: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/sample-letters-to-get-evidence-of-domestic-violence 
Finding a Legal Aid Solicitor

https://find-legal-advice.justice.gov.uk 

Help Getting Legal Aid

Unfortunately there is no domestic abuse legal aid advice and assessment service (in the context of fathers and parental separation) for men in England.  There are numerous such services for women.
Additional Information

The Civil Legal Aid (Procedure) Regulations 2012, Schedule 1 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/3098/schedule/1 lists the minimum evidence of the Domestic Violence test.
House of Commons Library: Civil Legal Aid: https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/civil-legal-aid  
A Guide to Family Law Legal Aid: https://www.rightsofwomen.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/a-guide-to-family-law-legal-aid-digital.pdf 
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